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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

The questions, discussion ideas, and author biography that follow are intended to enhance your group’s reading and discussion of Kit Ehrman’s fourth mystery, TRIPLE CROSS. The author is also available to speak with your reading group via telephone if you so desire. Please email the author at kitehrman@usa.com to schedule a phone conference.
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	ABOUT TRIPLE CROSS

Steve Cline is working at Churchill Downs for the Derby when a chance encounter triggers a series of events that spiral out of control and plunge Steve into the world of the ultra rich, where greed and revenge and ambition lead to a power play that culminates in a bloody triple cross . . .




AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

After discovering the works of Dick Francis, Kit Ehrman quit her government job and went to work in the horse industry. Twenty-five years later, Ehrman combined her love of horses and mysteries by penning the award-winning, equine-oriented mystery series featuring barn manager and amateur sleuth Steve Cline. Published by Poisoned Pen Press, the series has received numerous awards and outstanding reviews in The New York Times, Publishers Weekly, Library Journal, Booklist, Kirkus, The Denver Post, and the Chicago Tribune among others. Ehrman’s latest, TRIPLE CROSS, is a Best Book of Indiana, a ForeWord Magazine Book-of-the-Year medalist, and IPPY Award medalist, and Great Lakes Book Award finalist, a BookSense Notable Pick, and a Kentucky Literary Award nominee. To learn more, visit http://www.kitehrman.com.

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The Private Investigations 101 course assignment that Steve begins work on in the second chapter duplicates an assignment the author performed while researching TRIPLE CROSS. Were you surprised by the amount of information available if you know where to look? How do you feel about that?
2. Chapter three opens in the barn area at Churchill Downs in the quiet before dawn. This happens to be the author’s favorite place and time. Did the descriptions work for you? Were they overdone?
a. When you finished reading TRIPLE CROSS, did you feel you had a strong understanding of what it’s like to be on the backside of Churchill Downs and in Louisville during the days leading up to the Kentucky Derby?
b. In Chapter four, the reader gets their first taste of the party atmosphere in Louisville. “Thunder Over Louisville” is the largest pyrotechnics show in North America. Did you get a sense of that? Did anything about the affluence or festivities that surround the Derby surprise you?
c. Would you like to be a part of the scene, or avoid it at all costs?
3. Steve’s feelings for his mother and the man who raised him are often jumbled and confused. How do you think his feelings, especially for his stepfather, color his actions and behaviors and the choices he makes?
a. Do you think these unresolved feelings have anything to do with the risks he takes?
4. By the start of Chapter eight, Steve has been attacked in the men’s room and his hotel room has been tossed. What did you suspect was going on at this point in the story?
5. Although Steve is undoubtedly attracted to Corey, he is trying to stay true to Rachel. If you had to guess which young lady you’d find him with several books down the line, which one would you name?
6. By the end of Chapter eighteen, Steve’s visit to Louisville has spun as completely out of control as Rudi’s Mercedes on the return trip from Lexington. At this point in the story, what did you expect to happen next? Who was your primary suspect?
7. What did you think of the social commentary sprinkled throughout TRIPLE CROSS regarding underpaid works versus wealth carelessly thrown around and the treatment of horses and people as disposable? Was this unexpected?
8. At the end of Chapter 27, after Steve finds and listens to the elusive tape and makes a copy of it, why do you think he didn’t go straight to the authorities but decided to talk to Rudi first then give him a twenty-four-hour window?
9. What did you think of the characters in TRIPLE CROSS: Steve? Kessler? Jay? Corey? Rudi? Paige? Detective Bonikowski? even Edward J. Utley? Was there a moment when Utley was more sympathetic?
The author sends her heartfelt thanks to John J. Lysaght, Jr. and Ricardo Bermudez, owners of the Rocking Horse Manor B&B for their kindness and willingness to appear in cameo roles in TRIPLE CROSS. And much thanks to Tony Terry, past Director of Publicity at Churchill Downs, and especially to Julian “Buckwheat” Wheat of Churchill Downs, a.k.a. “The Mayor of Churchill,” for generously answering my numerous and oftentimes odd questions. And to the reader, thank you for reading TRIPLE CROSS. I hope you enjoyed Steve’s story.
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