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Triple Cross

Kit Ehrman

A sinister plot of deceit and revenge unravels beneath the famed Twin Spires of

Churchill Downs . . .

	There is something about being on the backside of a racetrack just before dawn that is truly magical--standing along the rail when the light is just coming up, watching the horses move across the damp earth, their dark shapes silhouetted against a rainbow sky. You stand there, breathing in the clean air, listening to the steady primal rhythm of a galloping horse, and the rest of the world simply does not exist.

Although 23-year-old barn manager Steve Cline doesn’t expect to stray far from the horse world, he has enrolled in a private investigations course and is working on the final project when his father, racehorse trainer Chris Kessler, invites him to Louisville on a two-week, all-expense-paid vacation that will culminate with the running of the Kentucky Derby. Well, semi vacation. Kessler has a Derby runner and needs a reliable fill-in when one of his employees is injured.

With only two horses to care for, the workload is light, and Steve decides to get that class project out of the way--a simple record’s search. But the very act of initiating the project triggers a chance encounter and sets a series of events in motion that spiral out of control and plunge Steve into the world of the ultra rich, where greed and revenge and ambition drive some men to commit unspeakable acts in a power play that culminates in a bloody triple cross . . .

Praise for Triple Cross
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Hardcover 1st
Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages: 334 / Price: $24.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-59058-302-7
5 ½” x 8 ½”

Trade Paperback / 1st Large Type

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages: 487 / Price: $22.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-59058-303-5
6” x 9”
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Cold Burn

Kit Ehrman

It’s a trifecta for young Steve Cline, a hero in the Dick Francis vein . . .

	When Bruce Claremont quit his job working on a thoroughbred breeding farm and vanished, his sister Corey asks barn manager Steve Cline for help. So Steve slips into Bruce’s world, and the more he learns, the more he suspects that Corey may never see her brother again. Because all is not as it seems in this pastoral setting where secrets and jealousies and obsessions are the norm, and the present seems to be repeating its fiery past. If Steve’s not very careful, he just might get burned . . .
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                      Bronze Winner                IPPY AWARD Finalist

Praise for Cold Burn
“Foul play among the thoroughbreds brings Ehrman's young Lochinvar riding to the rescue once more. Gallant Steve is increasingly irresistible in Ehrman’s best yet.” ~Kirkus
“Ehrman skillfully ratchets up the suspense en route to a surprising conclusion that nonetheless makes perfect sense . . . fully engages the reader, then leaves him or her satisfied. What more could you ask of a mystery?” ~ Dennis Dodge for Booklist
 “The nitty-gritty grunt work that takes place…in the horse barns where mares are bred and foaled, is the backdrop for Ehrman’s absorbing third mystery to feature Steve Cline. He has a pleasing honesty [and] Ehrman’s knowledge and exposition of life on a horse farm is most impressive and enjoyable.” ~ Publishers Weekly
“COLD BURN is a terrific, engaging novel full of bits of horse breeding arcana, and a more complex and realistic view of life and death - and birth - than can usually be found in the standard mystery novel.” ~Mark Terry, special to The Daily Oakland Press
“Ehrman’s real strength, however, is her canny ability to carry the reader into the foaling barn so that its sights and sounds and smells and vitality are completely vivid.” ~Robert C. Hahn for Alfred Hitchcock Mystery Magazine
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Dead Man’s Touch

Kit Ehrman

Ehrman’s Dead Man’s Touch is a winner in every sense of the word . . .

	What do you do when everything you’ve held to be true, when your entire life, in fact, turns out to be a lie?  When 22-year-old Steve Cline learns that he’s illegitimate, and his real father is a race- horse trainer, he heads to the Maryland track.  Steve’s father recruits him to work undercover in an effort to discover who’s been doping his most promising horses, and he quickly gets caught up in the unique lifestyle inherent to the backside.  But it is not a life without peril because some men are willing to do anything to get the right horse under the wire first.

Praise for Dead Man’s Touch
"In Dead Man's Touch, Steve Cline, the young stable hand who made such a strong and sympathetic hero in At Risk, searches out the father he never knew, a thoroughbred trainer at a Maryland racetrack.  Ehrman . . . strikes a solid claim to this gritty territory with another heels-up thriller that takes up where Dick Francis left off."             ~The New York Times
“Ehrman, who gave us the well-received At Risk, has produced a second solid, diverting and apparently authentic equine mystery. Along the way we get enough details of the hard, smelly, underpaid life in that part of racing called--not without humor--the backside to make up for several screenings of Seabiscuit.”                                     ~ The Chicago Tribune
Leslie Doran, special to The Denver Post, says “Dick Francis fans rejoice. America now has its own version of stories about the horse-racing world and the people populating it. Kit Ehrman has created a driven, principled character and puts him into situations where he must fight for the moral high ground. Readers who love the excitement of the race will be thrilled with the arrival of this new addition to the field of mystery fiction.                                                             ~ The Denver Post

“From the labor-intensive work in the oppressive heat of a Maryland summer to the cockroach-infested living quarters of the help, Ehrman creates an authentic and vivid picture of the reality behind the glamour of the races. [and] . . . in this chilling sequel from Ehrman . . . with its sensitively drawn characters and enchanting horses with unique personalities, this is sure to be a contender for the winner’s circle.”

                                                                                   ~ Publishers Weekly

“Ehrman’s second horse whodunit [with] his exceedingly likable hero... finishes in the money.”                                                                  ~ Kirkus
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Hardcover 1st
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At Risk

Kit Ehrman

In this thrilling debut, young Steve Cline learns that managing a show barn can be murder . . .

	This stirring first mystery is set in Maryland’s rich horse country where Steve Cline seems, at twenty-one, much too young to be in charge of a major stable.  Seasoned by summers on a dude ranch, his skills and stamina are sorely tested when he’s hijacked early one morning along with some of the stable’s horses.  His escape turns him into a killer’s target in an environment where a complex scheme develops and everyone, no matter how innocent, courts risks . . .

Praise for At Risk

“It's amazing what horses can do for a mystery. Kit Ehrman's debut novel, AT RISK . . . reeks of authenticity, and the hunters and jumpers have personality to burn. When seven of these horses are stolen in the dead of night, Stephen Cline, the 21-year-old barn manager . . . in the honored tradition of a Dick Francis hero, vows to track down the thieves . . .”                                                                        ~ The New York Times
“Both horse lovers and crime fans who’ve never stepped into a stirrup will relish Ehrman’s riveting debut . . . Ehrman treads Dick Francis territory with a sure foot . . . [and] has created a memorable cast.  With his youthful zeal and perseverance, Steve Cline makes a captivating hero and sleuth, one readers will be eager to see again.”  ~ Publishers Weekly
“The smart money could make the unusually likable protagonist a favorite in the Francis Stakes.”                                                     ~ Kirkus
“At best, only a small fraction of first novels turn out to be first in a series (why assume that success for At Risk?)  The overarching reason is that its author is thoughtful and clever, as well as skilled.  Ehrman’s writing is unobtrusively crisp . . . The plot is intricate, intriguing, and solid in the best traditional style . . .”                        ~ The Drood Review
“At Risk by Kit Ehrman is suspense on steroids and one of the best debut novels to hit the crime literature racetrack since Dennis Lehane’s A Drink Before the War.  Clear ample shelf space for a Steve Cline series because Ehrman, a real-life horse farmer, has hit for the literary trifecta.”

             ~ Andrew McAleer of Austin Layman’s Crimestalker Casebook

“Ehrman writes with a kind of unexpected guilelessness that I found charming . . . And it is here that the heart of the story lies, for it is in this author’s skillful creation of the intelligent, loyal, ingenious, ingenuous, sometimes brash, often reckless and very young protagonist that the author’s creative ability excels. The story is all Steve Cline, and Ehrman very wisely keeps it that way.”                ~Yvette Banek for Mystery Ink
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Hardcover 1st
Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General
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Trade Paperback 1st
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ISBN: 0-7434-7506-2
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Published by ibooks

Distributed by Simon & Schuster
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2006
Author’s Bio

Kit Ehrman

If you’d told me I would “grow up” to be a mystery author, I never would have believed you . . .

	Kit Ehrman grew up a mile from the Baltimore City line - - not a likely place for a “horse person,” but when she was working for the government, she came across a copy of Dick Francis’s In the Frame and was hooked.  She read every one of his mysteries that she could get her hands on, quit the government job, and went to work on a horse farm, thus kicking off a long career working with horses.  Well, there’s a lot of down time mucking out stalls, so she got into the habit of making up stories in her head.  One thing led to another, and when she turned to writing, those stories grew into the Steve Cline mystery series.

Many of her experiences, impressions, and observations are reflected in the stories. For example, while she was working foal watch at a huge breeding farm in Pennsylvania, a serial arsonist was burning down vacant barns in the surrounding neighborhoods. She says, “To this day, I still remember how spooky it felt to look down the barn aisle around two in the morning and see an orange glow on the horizon and know another barn was burning.” That incident kicks off the third book in the series, Cold Burn.
From the fancy hunters and show jumpers that display their prowess as they soar over challenging obstacles to the sleek, often high-strung, thoroughbreds that compete at the racetrack, the horses are as integral to the stories as the mysteries themselves. The series follows the adventures of Steve Cline, a young man who grew up privileged and wealthy but finds himself alone in the world and penniless at the age of twenty-one.

Ehrman also has a short story in Derby Rotten Scoundrels, an anthology of mysteries surrounding the Kentucky Derby, written by members of the Ohio River Valley Chapter of Sisters in Crime, presented by Silver Dagger Mysteries.
Kit Ehrman has worked as a groom, veterinary assistant, foaling attend-ant, and barn manager at numerous horse facilities in Maryland and Pennsylvania and currently lives in Indiana. She is a member of Mystery Writers of America, International Thriller Writers, Inc., and Sisters in Crime.
The Steve Cline mystery series is published by Poisoned Pen Press.
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D.O.B. June 15th

Birthplace:  Baltimore, MD

Married?  yes

Kids?  two

favorite season:  all of them

favorite movie: Pearl Harbor
favorite pastime:  reading

favorite TV show:  none

favorite mystery authors:

Dick Francis

Lee Child

Steve Hamilton

Janet Evanovich

Greg Iles

Dennis Lehane

S.J. Rozan

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
William G. Tapply

T. Jefferson Parker

Robert Crais

Steven Havill
and on and on . . .
favorite fictional character:  Steve Cline 
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 2004

Derby Rotten Scoundrels

A Silver Dagger Anthology

A collection of stories of mystery and intrigue by the Ohio River Valley Chapter of Sisters in Crime . . .

	May can be the deadliest month, especially the first weekend. This anthology surrounds one of the world's greatest sporting events, the Kentucky Derby. For over one hundred years, the race has introduced a new crop of horses, and new mayhem galore. Amidst the glamour of fast horses, beautiful women, and great bourbon is an underlying current, as deep as the Ohio River, of danger and deceit.
Derby Rotten Scoundrels hosts a full field of proven winners. A socialite's Derby bash turns deadly. The Derby Diamond disappears from the neck of its current owner. Churchill Downs becomes the site of a murderous scavenger hunt. Horses are threatened by the West Nile virus.
These eleven mystery short stories include cases of equine evil by Kit Ehrman, Tamera Huber, Sandra Cerow Leonard, Jeffrey Marks, Elaine Munsch, Beverle Graves Myers, P.J. Robertson, Brenda Stewart, and Laura Young, all members of the Ohio River Valley Chapter of Sisters in Crime.

An Excerpt from “Retribution” by Kit Ehrman

“You’re kidding, right?”

Gerrich tapped the papers together and tucked them in a file folder, then he looked at me over his gold-rimmed bifocals.  “Since when have you known me to possess a sense of humor, Ramsey?”

One of Gerrich’s gofers choked on his Coke.  I glanced at Nobbie.  The corner of his mouth twitched as he stared steadfastly at the stretch of conference table before him.

“But I don’t know a damn thing about horses,” I said, “except you feed one end and clean up after the other.”

“Agent Weiler assures me, even an idiot can handle the job.”

I glanced at Weiler, whom I’d never met, then at Gerrich’s right-hand man.  He stood two paces behind his boss in a wide-legged stance with his hands clasped behind his back and a smirk on his face.  His eyes sparkled with amusement, and it occurred to me that everyone in that room, except possibly for Weiler, knew why Gerrich was sticking me with this asinine assignment.
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Hardcover 1st
Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages: 151 / Price: $23.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-57072-278-1

6 ¼” x 9 ¼”

Trade Paperback

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages: 151 / Price: $9.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-57072-279-X

6” x 9”
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6962 E. First Avenue, Ste. 103

Scottsdale, AZ  85251

Phone:  1-800-421-3976

Facsimile:  1-480-949-1707

e-mail:  sales@poisonedpenpress.com
website:  www.poisonedpenpress.com
Return Policy: All books are fully returnable as long as title is in print, provided that books are returned in clean, saleable condition.

	HARDCOVER


COLD BURN

Copyright: 2005

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages:  334 / Hardcover / 1st

Price: $24.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN:  1-59058-143-1

DEAD MAN’S TOUCH

Copyright: 2003

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages: 306 / Hardcover / 1st

Price: $24.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-59058-089-3

AT RISK

Copyright: 2002

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages:  292 / Hardcover / 1st
Price: $24.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-59058-036-2

	TRADE PAPERBACK


COLD BURN

Copyright: 2005

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages:  324 / Trade / 1st

Price: $14.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN:  1-59058-293-4
DEAD MAN’S TOUCH

Copyright: 2003, 2005
Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages: 306 / Trade / 1st

Price: $14.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-59058-292-6
AT RISK

Copyright: 2002, 2005
Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages:  292 / Trade / 1st
Price: $14.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-59058-265-9
	TRADE / LARGE TYPE


COLD BURN

Copyright: 2005
Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages:  487 / Trade Paperback / 1st Large Type

Price: $22.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-59058-157-1

DEAD MAN’S TOUCH

Copyright: 2003

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages:  487 / Trade Paperback / 1st Large Type

Price: $22.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 1-59058-090-7
	MASS MARKET


AT RISK


           ~OUT OF PRINT~
Copyright:  2003

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/General

Pages:  292 / Mass Market Paperback                        
Price:  $6.99 (US Dollar)

ISBN: 0-7434-7506-2

Published by ibooks

Distributed by Simon & Schuster

	ORDERING INFORMATION


Return Policy: All books are fully returnable as long as title is in print, provided that books are returned in clean, saleable condition.

Hardcover Distribution: Poisoned Pen Press hardcovers are distributed through Ingram, Baker & Taylor, and Brodart and are available directly from the publisher and at mystery and general bookstores. Any hardcover edition can also be ordered at any online bookstore, such as Amazon.com, Wal-Mart.com, Barnes & Noble.com.

Trade paperbacks are available from Ingram and Poisoned Pen Press.

Poisoned Pen Press Discount Schedule: 
1-4 Mixed titles    20%
5-9 Mixed titles    40%
10+
44% and free freight in continental U.S.

20+
46% and free freight in continental U.S.

30+
48% and free freight in continental U.S.

40+
50% and free freight in continental U.S.
Terms:

Terms are net 30. You can fax us a P.O. at 480-949-1707 or you can send email to sales@poisonedpenpress.com.)
Kit Ehrman / Bibliography
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an Overmountain Press imprint

P.O. Box 1261 / Johnson City, TN  37605

http://www.silverdaggermysteries.com
email:  beth@overmtn.com
(800) 992-2691

DERBY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS--an anthology of crime fiction surrounding the Kentucky Derby from members of Sisters in Crime/Ohio River Valley Chapter
Copyright:  2004  (Spring)

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/Anthology

Pages:  151 / Trade Paperback / 1st
Price:  $9.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN:  1-57072-279-X

LCCCN:

Published by Overmountain Press

DERBY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS--an anthology of crime fiction surrounding the Kentucky Derby from members of Sisters in Crime/Ohio River Valley Chapter
Copyright:  2004 (Spring)

Fiction/Mystery & Detective/Anthology

Pages:  0 / Hardcover / 1st
Price:  $23.95 (US Dollar)

ISBN:  1-57072-278-1

LCCCN:

Published by Overmountain Press

Crum Creek Press
484 E Carmel Dr #378
Carmel, IN 46032
317-705-9711

800-643-6737

staff@crumcreekpress.com
www.crumcreekpress.com 

MYSTERY MUSES 
100 Classics That Inspire Today's Mystery Writers 
edited by Jim Huang & Austin Lugar

Copyright: 2006 (August)

Nonfiction/Mystery & Detective
Pages 256 / Trade paperback / 1st
Price: $15.00 (US Dollar)
ISBN: 0-9625804-9-X
Published by Crum Creek Press
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	AT RISK

Author: Ehrman, Kit 
Review Date: December, 2002
Publisher: Poisoned Pen
Pages: 334 
Price (hardback): $24.95
ISBN (hardback): 1-59058-036-2
Category: FICTION
Classification: MYSTERY
	

	
	

	At Heart, We’re All Young by Jeanne M. Jacobson

	At a time when the population of mystery readers may be experiencing an elder boom, with an accompanying increase in fictional senior sleuths (personal favorites:  Constentine’s Mario Balzic, Hart’s Henrietta O’Dwyer Collins, and Havill’s Bill Gastner) is it risky for Kit Ehrman to open this series with a 21-year-old protagonist?

At best, only a small fraction of first novels turn out to be first in a series (why assume that success for At Risk?)  The overarching reason is that its author is thoughtful and clever, as well as skilled.  Ehrman’s writing is unobtrusively crisp; Poisoned Pen’s editing of the pre-publication review copy is almost flawless.  The plot is intricate, intriguing, and solid in the best traditional style, focusing on good people working to solve and prevent crime, rather than on the grossness of serial crimes and the crazed minds of criminals.  When the mystery ends, in wholly satisfactory fashion, a sizable crew of characters remains at work or at bay (a throng of delightful people and several vividly unpleasant folk are available for future appearances) and, in a neat twist, one of the criminals remains at large.  Best of all, the protagonist is young, with all the energy and courage and folly of youth.  And no reader is too old to recall, with relish, younger days.

At one time, mystery readers followed the adventures of a battered knight on a spavined steed (John D. MacDonald’s Travis McGee.)  Steve Cline is barn manager of Foxdale Stables, boss of a large and varied crew, colleague or subordinate of other staff and clients including those who regard him as ripe for bullying or for sexual pursuit.  He’s a college dropout by choice, youngest child of wealthy and overbearing parents who’ve disowned him, so hardworking that the absentee stable owner is no longer going to have his expected loss for a tax write-off.  The high-priced horses he cares for are not spavined steeds, but Steve is a modern knight (clean living, though occasionally succumbing to temptations of the flesh; clean spoken, with such a narrow range of epithets that a muttered “bastards!” is his usual response to sadistic treatment, tender and protective with his pretty and courageous Rachel.

At a crucial point in the mystery an experienced police investigator admonishes Steve:  “Your impulsiveness negates your intelligence.”  True, but that’s part of his appeal.  He’s bright enough to figure out all sorts of criminal-catching strategies and energetic enough to plunge into them while also working hard and falling in love.  He’s courageous (impulsive, foolish) enough to take those plunges and young and strong and lucky enough to survive.  He’ll be back
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	AT RISK

Author: Ehrman, Kit 
Review Date: September 23, 2002
Publisher: Poisoned Pen
Pages: 334 
Price (hardback): $24.95
ISBN (hardback): 1-59058-036-2
Category: FICTION
Classification: MYSTERY
	

	
	

	

	Both horse lovers and crime fans who’ve never stepped into a stirrup will relish Ehrman’s riveting debut, set on a Maryland horse farm.  When his successful surgeon father disowns him after he drops out of college, 21-year-old Stephen Cline takes a job as barn manager of Foxdale Farm which specializes in the training and boarding of thoroughbred jumpers.  In the middle of a late-February night, Steve visits the stable to medicate a sick horse only to stumble on a horse theft in progress.  Haunted by the events of that night after barely escaping from being kidnapped and murdered, Steve resolves to track down the perpetrators before they find him.  In spite of the warnings of state police detective James, Ralston, he continues his search to unravel what becomes a suspenseful mystery, but not before he puts himself in grave peril.  The cold, wet Maryland spring vividly turns to summer amid the smells of horses, hay, and sawdust as the plot gallops forward.  As a former groom, veterinary assistant, and barn manager, Ehrman treads Dick Francis territory with a sure foot.  From Steve’s girl-crazy friend, Marty, to the motherly farm manager, Mrs. Hill, to the ruthless villains who leave more than one body in their wake, she has created a memorable cast.  The sensitively drawn relationship between Steve and the alluring Rachel, a boarder at Foxdale, is one of the novel’s highlights.  With his youthful zeal and perseverance, Steve Cline makes a captivating hero and sleuth, one readers will be eager to see again.
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	AT RISK

Author: Ehrman, Kit 
Review Date:
Publisher: Poisoned Pen
Pages: 334 
Price (hardback): $24.95
ISBN (hardback): 1-59058-036-2
Category: FICTION
Classification: MYSTERY
	

	
	

	

	When he’s kicked out by his father for not attending college, 21-year-old Steve Cline finds a job he really loves--being barn manager at a large riding stable. But, though Steve realized this work would be hard and dirty, he didn’t really understand how dangerous it could be. One night, some masked men steal six valuable horses and kidnap Steve, who almost gets killed. Though he finally escapes, he’s really worried about the men returning and causing even more trouble. Furthermore, these criminals seem to be after Steve personally. After several tense, frightening situations, the denouement uncovers a nasty scam.

This mystery is filled with the day-to-day seemingly realistic details of running a riding school. One can almost smell the eau de manure. And the author and his hero seem to genuinely love horses and most of the people who work with them, though a few types are roundly castigated if they don’t treat animals well.

Protagonist Steve Cline does take a lot of punishment in this book. At times his endurance seems unbelievable. Still, he is a likeable, ethical young man who is just figuring out what he thinks about life and the difference between love and lust. I do think the young women seem a bit stereotyped, but there are some interesting supporting male characters, such the very talented carpenter Dave. And Steve himself has an innocence about evil and police investigative techniques that is rather refreshing.

This plot is briskly paced, with lots of action. Like Dick Francis, the author makes her hero tough enough to withstand some fairly brutal treatment. However, the horses are well treated, and that is important to most readers. This is a promising debut mystery with a nicely developed background and an appealing main character. Recommended. ~ Beverly DeWeese 
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	AT RISK

Author: Ehrman, Kit 
Review Date: 
Publisher: Poisoned Pen
Pages: 334 
Price (hardback): $24.95
ISBN (hardback): 1-59058-036-2
Category: FICTION
Classification: MYSTERY
	

	
	

	A compelling tale of greed, madness and murder Reviewed by Yvette Banek

	Write a suspense novel set anywhere near a horse and someone will inevitably compare you to Dick Francis. It can’t be helped. So Kit Ehrman must’ve known the chance he was taking when he set his debut on a Maryland horse farm. But surely any positive comparison to the brilliant Francis is in itself a form of compliment. And fortunately for Ehrman, he is talented enough to forge his own individual path.

The story is told from the point of view of the very appealing, though unlikely hero, 21 year-old barn manager Stephen Cline. And it’s the author’s facility for straightforward, effective, unromantic prose that saves the day. As Cline runs his share of the complex operation and resolutely faces real danger from an increasingly malignant foe, Ehrman writes with a kind of unexpected guilelessness that I found charming.

Even so, At Risk probably wouldn’t work nearly as well if Ehrman didn’t like his main character as much as he obviously does. And it is here that the heart of the story lies, for it is in this author’s skillful creation of the intelligent, loyal, ingenious, ingenuous, sometimes brash, often reckless and very young protagonist that the author’s creative ability excels. The story is all Steve Cline, and Ehrman very wisely keeps it that way.

Having said all that, Cline is far from a Boy Scout. He is capable of weakness and even stupidity -- as when in an unguarded moment, he finally gives in to a lusty older woman's sexual advances -- an episode which, if discovered, might result in his dismissal from his job. But in spite of this fall from grace, he remains a likable and, even at his most headstrong, often admirable person. It is as the laconic Cline goes about the hard, everyday work of Foxdale Farm, that the reader is drawn into the rugged and often unfamiliar life at this premier equestrian facility. And it is a life that author Ehrman obviously knows very well since he himself currently lives on a horse farm in Columbus, Indiana.

When late one night, Steve Cline tries to thwart the theft of several horses and is taken prisoner, he barely escapes with his life. Though the police are interested, there seems little they can do since he is unable to identify the thieves and the horses have since disappeared.
Unwilling to leave well enough alone, Cline impetuously begins asking questions in all the wrong places and before too long events take a darkly sadistic turn. With threats of death to himself and the omnipresent danger to the horses and buildings in his care, Steve grows ever more wary and the reader fears even more for his safety. Eventually, the brutal murder of a neighboring horse farm owner is linked to the events at Foxdale and the true nature of an insidious scam is revealed.

There are a couple of implausible plot points in At Risk, and yet, since the reader’s concentration is focused on Cline and what will happen to him next, they aren’t glaring enough to annoy. This is one of those books in which the very attractive, matter-of-fact style of writing, the interesting setting, the almost overwhelming sense of menace and, most of all, the intriguing main character more than make up for any minor plot fumbling. One can even overlook the lack of a really strong supporting cast (except for the villains who are especially nasty goons) and hardly notice that the women in Steve’s life seem merely cardboard cutouts. It’s almost to be expected when the main character is so obviously the story.

In the end, author Ehrman, smartly, doesn’t reveal all of Cline’s secrets. And it’s obvious he has some. His background remains unexplored territory. He’s a college drop-out who refuses to go along with his domineering father’s plans for his future. Not afraid of hard work, he has opted instead to live the kind of life his wealthy family doesn’t understand. Maybe I wish Ehrman had revealed a bit more of the reasoning behind the fractious father/son relationship, since in this book at least, the father remains a shadowy figure and Cline seems reticent to deal head-on with his past. I assume we will eventually learn more since Ehrman is working on a second installment. This reviewer is eagerly looking forward to catching up with Steve Cline the next time around.
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	CRIME by Marilyn Stasio

	Hidden away from the glittering stage of thoroughbred racing, with its flashing silks and gleaming horseflesh, is a place they call ''the backside.'' In her second stable mystery, DEAD MAN'S TOUCH (Poisoned Pen Press, $24.95), Kit Ehrman refers to this behind-the-scenes area – where trainers, grooms, barn managers and stable hands minister around the clock to the needs of their high-strung charges -- as ''a world unto itself.'' Ehrman, who has worked at show barns and breeding farms, strikes a solid claim to this gritty territory with another heels-up thriller that takes up where Dick Francis left off, in the barn.

Steve Cline, the young stable hand who made such a strong and sympathetic hero in ''At Risk,'' searches out the father he never knew, a thoroughbred trainer at a Maryland racetrack, and signs on as a ''hot-walker,'' a lowly exercise worker, when he discovers that someone has been fixing races by tampering with his father's horses. In true Francis tradition, Steve takes plenty of physical punishment as a sleuth. But his undercover role also gives him the inside track on life as it's lived on the backside, a grueling, even squalid existence that pays off in the chance to get close to the magnificent animals that have more character and heart than the two-footed fools who view them as a commodity.
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	Still recovering from the physical and psychological bruises he received in his first outing, At Risk (2002), 22-year-old Steve Cline, barn manager of a Maryland horse farm, faces more trauma when his estranged father dies in a car accident in this chilling sequel from Ehrman. At the father’s funeral, Steven learns from his brother that he’s not the son of the man in the coffin, but rather the product of an affair. When Steve confronts his socialite mother, she confesses that his real father is horse trainer Christopher J. Kessler. Curious, Steve heads for the Maryland track to observe him until Kessler becomes suspicious and accuses Steve of being involved with the people who are pressuring him to throw races. When he learns that Steve is his son, Kessler hires him to work undercover at his training barn to find out who’s been drugging his most prized horses. With the determination, bravado and resilience of the young, Steve begins an investigation that will lead to two murders. From the labor-intensive work in the oppressive heat of a Maryland summer to the cockroach-infested living quarters of the help, Ehrman creates an authentic and vivid picture of the reality behind the glamour of the races. The bad guys may be a bit too obvious, but with its sensitively drawn characters and enchanting horses with unique personalities, this is sure to be a contender for the winner’s circle.
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	Crime Watch  by Dick Adler

	If horses and the care and racing of same occupy a sizable part of your interest, you'll be glad to hear that Kit Ehrman, who gave us the well-received “At Risk,” has produced a second solid, diverting and apparently authentic equine mystery.
Young Steve Cline has barely recovered from the physical and mental battering he took in that first book when he has to absorb some more: The man he thought was his father dies, and at the funeral his vindictive older brother tells him that Cline is really the illegitimate child of an affair between his snooty socialite mother and crusty, working-class horse trainer Christopher Kessler. So Cline goes off to check out Kessler, using the excuse of looking for a job as a hot-walker.

Scenes like this are hard to make interesting, let alone honest, and Ehrman does a fine, spare job. At first, Kessler thinks Cline is one of the people who have been threatening his horses. Then, as the young man delivers his news, his sharp edges soften. “I watched his eyes as he worked it out and felt an immense rush of relief,” Cline says. “Unless he had missed his calling and should have been, at that very moment, starring in some Academy Award winning movie, he hadn't known.”

Of course Cline goes to work for Kessler, helping solve the clever and dangerous puzzle of who is trying to ruin his business. Along the way we get enough details of the hard, smelly, underpaid life in that part of racing called--not without humor--the backside to make up for several screenings of "Seabiscuit.”
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	Ehrman follow-up dips into horse-racing world by Leslie Doran, special to The Denver Post

	Dick Francis fans rejoice. America now has its own version of stories about the horse-racing world and the people populating it. Kit Ehrman, who hails from Baltimore, discovered Francis' "In the Frame" and life changed. Leaving both college and a government job, Ehrman went to work on a horse farm and hasn't left since.

As a barn manager and then a horse farm owner, Ehrman found lots of time to think while mucking out stalls. This led to a first book, "At Risk," which he now follows with "Dead Man's Touch.”

In the novels, Ehrman introduces readers to Steve Cline, a 22-year-old born to a life of privilege. Spurning his family's expectations, Steve rejects the tradition of going to college, opting instead to manage Foxdale, a major horse stable. It is a job he loves and does well, earning the respect of owners and subordinates alike.

As "Dead Man's Touch" opens, Steve is on a forced vacation recovering from injuries suffered as he was hijacked along with valuable horses from the stable. Steve does not take well to inactivity, but his concern for his own welfare is overshadowed by the sudden and shocking death of his father. Drawn back into the family fold after the tragedy with his sister, mother and brother, Steve's world is rocked. His brother Robert makes an impromptu and hateful revelation after the funeral.

Shaken to his core, Steve must re-evaluate his life and decide on a new course. He leaves his home and routine to help a new friend, Christopher Kessler, a trainer at Washington Park Stables, find out who is threatening his horses.

Horses that should win are being drugged and then either lose or Kessler notices their condition and must pull them from the race. Although the racing industry is highly regulated to prevent just such abuses, crooks continually try to find ways to bypass the system to make big profits.

Kessler and Steve decide that the best way for the young man to be effective is for him to arrive at the stable as a new hotwalker. This lowly job involves taking a horse just back from a workout 
and walking him slowly around and around until he is cooled down. By placing Steve in this behind-the-scenes job, Ehrman lets the reader into the fascinating day-to-day world of a racing stable.
Even with the efforts of State Racing Commission and the Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau, Kessler's horses are being drugged. Steve helps Kessler install a surveillance system and hire security people to protect his horses. Despite their efforts, the people set on destroying an honest man continue their attacks. Someone is determined to ruin Kessler's stable and his life.

Ehrman has created a driven, principled character and put him into situations where he must fight for the moral high ground and for his life. Ehrman lets the reader share his thoughts and reveals Steve's extremely mature personality, especially for such a young man. Steve takes his responsibility seriously and his affection for his four-legged charges is evident by his actions on their behalf.

The world created by Ehrman is an entire subculture foreign to most readers, but the author leads the uninitiated with a sure and steady hand. Readers who love the excitement of the race will be thrilled with the arrival of this new addition to the field of mystery fiction.

Leslie Doran is a Durango-based freelance writer. 
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	Another fine work in the tradition of Dick Francis by Yvette Banek

	The very talented Kit Ehrman has given us such a likeable hero in twenty-two year old Stephen Cline, that its easy to forgive a couple of creaky plot points that pop up here and there in Dead Man's Touch, the second installment in this compelling new series which may remind readers (mainly because the world of horses is involved) of the early work of famed author Dick Francis.

There are plenty of books that give the reader a whole slew of characters to root for. Ehrman has instead, daringly, put the onus of carrying the series squarely on the shoulders of her engaging, young protagonist. In spite of his youth, Steve Cline is an experienced horse barn manager. Currently on leave from his job, he is recuperating from a vicious attack which took place when he tangled with a murderous psychopath in Ehrman's debut book, At Risk.

Though Cline is mature beyond his years and the author has obvious affection for him, she’s rightly kept him from being too perfect. He can and does, occasionally make the callow mistake that speaks to his youth, but his core strength never varies. It is his intelligence and his basic honesty, integrity and downright grit that make Steve Cline a stand out.

In Dead Man's Touch, we find out a bit more about his background and the roots of his uneasy relationship with his family. Steve’s been on his own for several years, having left home to earn a living doing what he loves best: working with horses.

At the beginning of this second book, Steve learns that his estranged father has been killed in an automobile accident and stricken with the guilt of feelings left unspoken, goes home for the funeral. Unsure of himself, he makes an awkward appearance at the service, his girlfriend Rachel at his side. There, for the first time, he finally learns the truth behind his family’s hostility. His brother Robert drunkenly reveals that Steve is a bastard, the unwelcome result of their mother’s long ago affair with another man.

Stunned by the news, Steve discovers that his biological father is horse trainer, Christopher Kessler, a man he’s never met. Though author Ehrman doesn’t spend much time on the mother/son relationship -- mama is a cold fish if there ever was one -- the reader’s sympathy is fully engaged on Steve’s behalf.

His life turned upside down yet bound and determined to meet Kessler, Steve goes to the Maryland racetrack where the trainer works. Once there, he hopes to find out more about the man before actually revealing himself and further screwing up both their lives.

After their relationship is exposed, (for one thing, the son looks remarkably like the father, though no one else in the book seems to notice this) the cautious Kessler gives Steve a reason to hang around, at least for the time being. He explains that there is something seriously wrong at the track. He believes horses are being doped, though there is no specific evidence of it. Because of Steve’s previous experience, Kessler asks him to work undercover for his stable of horses and find out what’s really going on. All the while keeping their true relationship a secret, even from Steve’s newly found half sister, Abby.

Once again, things get worse before they get better. Author Ehrman is excellent at establishing a lingering sense of dread, She brings to life the hard, everyday workings of the racetrack while she engages the darker reaches of a reader’s imagination. The horses and their various personalities too, are made vivid, filtered through Steve’s keen perception. Eventually, the truth behind a nasty scheme which involves, not only the doping of horses, but murder, rape and the heartbreaking, utterly callous death of a young woman, is exposed.

Though Ehrman’s motley assortment of racetrack characters in Dead Man's Touch are never as strong as her main creation, generally they’re right on the money. One can almost smell the miasma of ruined dreams and sweaty despair. Especially compelling this time out is the enigmatic Christopher Kessler, someone we hope to learn much more about in the future. Unfortunately, Steve’s girlfriend Rachel continues to fail the likeability test. At no time does she serve any useful purpose, other than as Steve’s sexual partner. But surely, a recurring character should be more than a plaything. Never once does the love they purport to feel for each other seem more than a plot convenience.
A comment here about Kit Ehrman’s facility for writing from a man’s point of view. When I first met the author I admit I was expecting a rangy, wrangler type male. In fact, I blurted out the truth, and Kit, very graciously, and with a twinkle in her eye, thanked me for the compliment to her work. Though self effacing, Ehrman is proud, as well she should be, of the way she’s captured Steve Cline’s true voice. See if you don’t agree.

I expect great things from Kit Ehrman and will be on the lookout to see where she goes next with this absorbing series.
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	One of this week’s reviews features one of my ‘finds’ from 2003. I'm a sucker for Dick Francis’s horseracing tales where stiff upper-lipped British heroes always won through, and was particularly sad when the death of Francis’s wife Mary saw the end of the books. American writer Kit Ehrman looks like she will canter into the gap left by Francis with her series featuring Steve Cline, so make sure you read Barbara Buhrer’s review of DEAD MAN’S TOUCH. 

Review:  Recovering physically and psychologically from his close brush with death in AT RISK, Steve Cline loses his estranged father in an automobile accident. At the funeral his drunken brother, Robert, informs him that he is a bastard; that Steve is the result of an affair his mother had. Steve forces his mother to admit the affair and reveal the name of his true father, who is Christopher J. Kessler, a horse trainer. 

Curious to learn what his real father is like, Steve goes to the Maryland race track where he will find Kessler. Kessler becomes suspicious of Steve's scrutiny and accuses him of being part of a group that is pressuring him to throw races in a scam they have developed. Steve reveals the truth: that he is Kessler's son. Kessler tells Steve of the troubles he is having, and persuades him to work undercover at his training barn. It is hoped that Steve will be able to discover who is doping the horses. Once again Steve places his life in jeopardy, but he ultimately is able to come to terms with his injuries. He develops a close relationship with his new father, and also learns that his father cared deeply for him regardless of his birth. 

Kit Ehrman gives us an extremely likeable hero in Steve Cline who has enough faults to prevent him from being a perfect idol. His relationship with his girlfriend, Rachel, is touched with tenderness. His adjustment to his changed life is explored with understanding. The atmosphere of the race track and the horse barns is authentic. The reader can experience the thrill of the race and feel the strength of the horses and, yes, smell the horses. 

With her two books, AT RISK and DEAD MAN'S TOUCH, Kit Ehrman has established herself as a successful and worthy successor to Dick Francis. 

Reviewed by Barbara Buhrer, November 2003 
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	Foul play among the thoroughbreds brings Ehrman's young Lochinvar riding to the rescue once more.

	Steve Cline, hero of Ehrman's horse-whodunits (Dead Man's Touch, 2003, etc.), rarely saddles up, but that doesn't mean he lacks for derring-do. Show Steve a damsel in distress, and he's off to the races. The damsel this time is sweet Corey Claremont, a client at Maryland's Foxdale Farm, where Steve is barn manager. Corey's brother has gone lost, strayed, or stolen. Will Steve place his famous investigative powers, his well-known resourcefulness, and his knight-errantry in her service and please find out which? Of course. Off he goes undercover, signing on for the nightshift at Stone Manor, the breeding farm in Warrenton, Virginia, where Bruce Claremont was last seen. There, he meets elegant, troubled Dr. Deirdre Nash, who owns the place, and saucy, bouncy Maddie O'Connell, expert midwife to anything equine and indefatigable temptress to anything in pants. He meets the motley collection of men who lust after them and does all the lusting proper to a 20-year-old hero himself, though never at the expense of his knightly mission. As for Bruce, it turns out there are darker aspects to the Claremont gene pool than Corey ever imagined.

While gallant Steve isn't always believable, he's increasingly irresistible in Ehrman's best yet.
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	Ehrman’s third Steve Cline mystery finds Cline working the night shift at a Virginia Thoroughbred farm in foaling season, and the detailed, apparently accurate account of what normally goes on there is among the book’s chief attractions. Another is Cline’s secret attempt to find out what was behind the baffling disappearance of his predecessor, Bruce Claremont, whose knockout sister has convinced Cline to play sleuth. In that role, he encounters a rash of arson fires that eerily mimics a spate of fires that occurred 19 years earlier, an irrationally jealous boyfriend of one of the farm’s knockout employees, and a quantity of missing cocaine—each of these may or may not be related to Claremont’s disappearance, but all of them put Cline squarely in harm’s way. Ehrman skillfully ratchets up the suspense en route to a surprising conclusion that nonetheless makes perfect sense. That is to say she fully engages the reader, then leaves him or her satisfied. What more could you ask of a mystery?  ~ Dennis Dodge
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	The nitty-gritty grunt work that takes place off the race track, and out of sight in the horse barns where mares are bred and foaled, is the backdrop for Ehrman’s absorbing third mystery to feature Steve Cline, a bright and observant young barn manager (after 2003’s Dead Man’s Touch). At the behest of his friend Corey Claremont, Cline takes a job on Virginia’s Stone Manor Farm to look into the disappearance of Corey’s brother, Bruce, who quit his job abruptly. Like Bruce, Steve is assigned the grueling "foal watch" night shift. His search for clues to the whereabouts of his missing predecessor begins at the farm and spreads far afield, leading him to investigate arson, murder and drug-dealing while he fends off dangers from a variety of sources. Suspicion points toward a bullying stable worker but also toward a jealous co-worker—and later to one of the farm’s two owners and then to the other. Steve demonstrates more grit than deductive powers and more sense about the horses he cares for than the women crowding his life, but he has a pleasing honesty. Ehrman’s knowledge and exposition of life on a horse farm is most impressive and enjoyable. (Feb 4)
FORECAST: A blurb from Rita Mae Brown, an enthusiastic horsewoman who lives in Virginia, will help attract cozy fans who might overlook this one.
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	Booked and Printed by Robert C. Hahn

	Kit Ehrman’s impressive series also centers on the horseracing industry, and she reaches a peak in her third entry, Cold Burn ($24.95), featuring young Steve Cline. But where McEvoy spins a caper novel, Ehrman probes deep into the workings of the breed farm.

Steve Cline, in effect, goes undercover on the foal watch to try to discover why a previous worker, Bruce Claremont, the brother of a friend of his, has disappeared. The foal watch is the early morning shift that lasts from three a.m. to noon on the Virginia horse-breeding farm, Stone Manor, where Cline finds himself few clues and a plethora of suspects.

Ehrman spices her crime novel with drugs, arson, and assault, and populates it with suspects ranging from the farm’s owners to their wealthy clients to the barn laborers who share Cline’s work load. Cline is better with horses than he is with detection, but he is stubborn and stalwart as he absorbs lessons and beatings and hangs onto his mission.

Kit Ehrman’s real strength, however, is her canny ability to carry the reader into the foaling barn so that its sights and sounds and smells and vitality are completely vivid. Cold Burn should make readers seek out her earlier novels.
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	Horse sense fuels mystery ‘Cold Burn’

by Mark Terry, special to The Daily Oakland Press

	When Corey Claremont’s brother, Bruce, quits his job and disappears, Corey asked her friend Steve Cline to look into things. Steve is in his early twenties and manages the hunter/jumper show barns at Foxdale Farm in Maryland. When not otherwise involved with horses, he's an amateur detective. But he also has made a deal with himself-when he doesn't feel like he's learning anything new on a job, he moves on. And, in Kit Ehrman's "Cold Burn," he feels like it's time to do just that. So, conveniently, he takes the position left open by Bruce's disappearance, working the night shift on a thoroughbred breeding farm in Virginia called Stone Manor Farm.

Stone Manor Farm is a big operation with 11 barns, and during foaling season - January through June - anywhere between 100 to 200 pregnant horses on hand. Steve's job involves keeping an eye on the mares, delivering foals when necessary, mucking out stalls and taking care of the horses. In and of itself, it's pretty fascinating and to most readers is probably almost as exotic as daily life in Tunisia.

Meanwhile, somebody is setting barns on fire in the surrounding areas. Bruce is still very much missing, though there are hints that he either fooled around with the wrong woman or was involved in a drug deal gone bad. The other employees of Stone Manor Farm are a mixed and motley bunch, including the dangerously flirtatious Maddie; the violently jealous Paul; the elegant owner of the farms, Dr. Deirdre Nash; her husband, Victor; and their precocious and charming daughter, Jenny.

Steve finds himself in the middle of all the drama, as well as the criminal investigations, as a vortex of violence draws him in from the periphery. Ehrman has been favorably compared to writer Dick Francis. It's an easy comparison to make, especially now that Francis has retired from writing. Both are terrific writers who set mystery novels in the rarefied world of horse racing and breeding. Both have as main characters a young, decent man with a high threshold for pain, a passion for horses, a complex personal life and a nose for trouble. Kit Ehrman, however, is Kit Ehrman, and her work stands alone. "Cold Burn" is a terrific, engaging novel full of bits of horse breeding arcana, and a more complex and realistic view of life and death - and birth - than can usually be found in the standard mystery novel.
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	“Fans of Dick Frances will think Kit Ehrman is his successor,
because it is obvious he knows and loves horses.”

	When Steve Cline's friend Corey Claremont asks him to look into the disappearance of her brother Bruce he jumps at the chance. He's bored in his present position and looks forward to working at Stone Manor Farm, where they breed thoroughbreds. By a lucky coincidence, Steve is hired in Bruce's former position and he is staying at Bruce's apartment. Steve discretely questions the workers at Stone Manor Farm but all he learns is that Victor Nash, the husband of the owner Dr. Deidre Nash, told everyone that Bruce quit. A neighbor tells Steve that someone drove Bruce's car to his parking space shortly after he disappeared. It really looks like Bruce is in hiding or dead. When a dealer wants to buy a significant amount of cocaine from Bruce, he is willing to deal with Steve instead. Steve wonders if Bruce's disappearance is drug related. The longer he works for Dr. Nash, the more he believes illegal activities are being carried out at Stone Manor Farm. As Steve looks for evidence, he almost gets himself killed.
Readers will enjoy reading COLD BURN, a novel that showcases a protagonist who wants to right the wrongs of the world. There is plenty of action as well as a surplus of suspects who could have had something to with Bruce's disappearance. Fans of Dick Frances will think Kit Ehrman is his successor because it is obvious he knows and loves horses.




Equine-Oriented Mystery Series Shifts to Kentucky and
Churchill Downs for a Future Installment

Interview by Parker Owens

May 2005

A panoramic vista of grazing horses and great stretches of black board fence are visible from a second-story window of Kit Ehrman’s home. Although Ehrman no longer works in the horse industry, much of her time is spent thinking about it since she pens a mystery series set in the horse world. The stories follow the adventures of Steve Cline, a young man who grew up privileged and wealthy only to end up alone and penniless at the age of nineteen when he drops out of college and is disowned by his overbearing parents. He takes a job as barn manager at Foxdale Farm and never looks back. Titles to date include At Risk (2002), Dead Man’s Touch (2003), and Cold Burn (2005).

There are some similarities to be drawn between Ehrman’s life and that of her protagonist’s, at least when it comes to switching one’s life course in midstream, and it appears that Ehrman has done just that more than once. She didn’t start out to be a writer but always loved reading fiction, especially mysteries. When considering where her interest in writing originated, she believes that every writer is, first and foremost, an insatiable reader. She recalls that she managed to skip over Nancy Drew, the Hardy Boys, and Agatha Christie by discovering the works of George Bagby and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Ehrman describes a vivid memory of reading The Complete Sherlock Holmes one summer night when she was quite young. Before she knew it, sunlight was streaming through the dormer window, and she realized that she’d read through the night. That ended up being an epiphany of sorts. “The idea that one person can put pen to paper, create a fictional world that we can envision, and populate that world with interesting characters that we grow to care about is fascinating. But the idea that I could write didn’t occur to me until many years later, in the summer of ’96.” She describes how, after working in the horse industry for twenty-plus years, she was reading an equine-oriented mystery one evening and was disappointed with the ending. The protagonist did something foolish that put her in grave danger, and Ehrman thought she could do better. She’s quick to state that, in short order, she discovered that writing a compelling mystery with an exciting climax is a tricky proposition and adds, “In order to write a heart-pounding, adrenaline-charged ending; oftentimes, your main character needs to make some error in judgment, even if it’s a minor one, so you can put him in a predicament that he needs to escape.”

When asked who her favorite author is, Ehrman is quick to make a list: Lee Child, Dennis Lehane, Steve Hamilton, Janet Evanovich, Greg Iles, S.J. Rozan, and T. Jefferson Parker are some of the many contemporary authors whom she admires, but Dick Francis has had the most impact on her career and, indeed, her entire life.

Ehrman wasn’t always involved with horses but started her working career employed by the government. When she hurt her back in the summer of ’77, she took a week off, stumbled across Dick Francis’ In the Frame, and found his ability to portray a life lived with and around horses astounding. Ehrman recalls the experience with excitement. “After reading his body of work, I felt I knew what it was like to gallop a horse forty m.p.h over brush hurdles, to hear the twigs splintering and the thud of hooves pounding the ground, to feel the wind against my face and to smell the blended aromas of horse, leather, and turf. So . . . I left the government and got a job working on a horse farm.” Ehrman readily admits that the move, not brilliant as far as finances were concerned, kicked off a wonderful career working with and owning horses.

What strikes Ehrman most about Dick Francis’ work, besides his gifted ability to put the reader in the scene, is how he brings his characters (both human and equine) to life. “His protagonists are principled and honorable men; yet they are flawed, a combination that makes them wholly believable. And he is a master when it comes to plot.”

When asked where she gets her ideas, Ehrman reflects that she started writing much later in life than most writers but suspects she must have been born with the soul of a storyteller. When mucking stalls, she used to make up stories in her head--an admitted form of self-entertainment, and she jokes that a friend of hers frequently misquotes her by saying she hear voices in her head. But those old stories eventually became integral scenes in her books, and Ehrman has used real-life events for inspiration, as well. “When I worked at a hunter-jumper farm in Maryland, I was the first person to report to work every morning. I walked in on emergency situations that arise when you manage a couple of hundred horses. That’s to be expected, but I always wondered what I would do if I walked in on a person doing something they shouldn’t be doing. That kind of situation kicks off the opening scene in At Risk.”

Ehrman goes on to explain that Cold Burn gets its opening scene from a very real event that happened when she was delivering foals on a huge breeding farm. A serial arsonist was torching vacant barns in the area. She remembers how the farm employees kept the barn doors cracked open for ventilation. “I’ll never forget what it felt like to look down the barn’s long aisle at two-thirty one winter morning, see an orange glow on the horizon, and know another barn was burning.”

Although Ehrman has three books out, she admits that she’s always studying, whether reading books on writing or the work of other writers. She pays more attention to dialogue in movies and lyrics, and even current events influence her writing. As she works on her fourth book, she realizes that she’s matured in her writing. “I need to get an emotional theme going for each book--something Steve will come to understand about himself or human nature by The End.”

When asked if she views the world she writes about as being glamorous, she admits that, “From the outside looking in, the horse industry most definitely appears glamorous. There’s a certain degree of romanticism that’s automatically associated with anything equine. Many horse owners,
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especially those who own top show or racehorses are wealthy, and that bolsters the image of opulence and glamour. But the reality of the day-to-day job of caring for horses is far from glamorous. The men and women who tend these wonderful animals typically work long hard hours, often seven days a week in all kinds of weather, and usually for a pittance.
They frequently make do without adequate benefits or health insurance, if they have any at all.” Ehrman points out that there’s an initiative going on in Kentucky to mandate insurance for track employees and suggests that it’s long overdue.

Ehrman chose the horse world as the setting for the series because she worked in the industry for over two decades and knows it better than anything else. But she’s quick to state that she was fortunate because she has a source of outside income. “That made it easy for me to hold onto that feeling of innocence and romance and idealism while doing a tough job for little pay.” When she first started writing, she didn’t consciously consider it but feels the horse world is an ideal setting for fiction, especially mysteries, because it brings together people with vastly different socio-eco backgrounds. 

She notes that the class difference between owners and laborers frequently runs to extremes, but she’s found a wider range of people working in the industry than might be expected. Ehrman has worked on the backside of a racetrack alongside college students earning degrees in night school and employees who’ve had minimal education. She’s worked with guys who would take advantage of you in any way possible and guys who would give you the shirts off their backs, and she’s quick to point out that there are any number of owners and trainers who are scraping to get by but stay in the industry because they love it and can’t imagine doing anything else.

Given Ehrman’s background and experience, she’d like to see the laborers’ wages increased significantly. “If the powers that be did that, I think they’d find they could attract and keep a better class of employee, and that would benefit them, but most of all, it would benefit the horses.” 

When asked what she likes most about the industry, the obvious answer is: the horses. “I am continually fascinated that they allow us into their world and accept our unnatural demands and ministrations so amiably. They are so generous and giving of themselves.” Ehrman also loves the variety and states that one of her goals with the series is to introduce different equine venues to the reader. Besides the hunter/jumper show world and the racetrack, she would like to write about polo and 3-day eventing, driving and foxhunting. The list goes on, but she expects the series will always return to its origins of show barns and racing. “Part of the thrill of writing for me is to write a scene so that the reader feels like they’re there, standing beside my protagonist.”

Many of the horses in the stories are modeled after horses Ehrman has known, but she states that they invariably take on personalities of their own as the stories progress. The same can be said for a few select characters that she chose to model after real people. “A funny thing happened
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when I was writing the veterinarian character in At Risk. I did model him after the vet who was treating my horses at the time, and I even gave him the same first name; although, I intended to go back and change it later. Needless to say, I forgot, so now, this character, who is way too much like the real guy, is there for everyone to read about.” Ehrman’s primary characters, especially the young and extremely likeable Steve Cline, are totally fictional. 

Ehrman particularly enjoys research, and that research has recently taken her to Lexington for the Keeneland sales and to Louisville. The mystery she’s working on now, tentatively titled Triple Cross, a book she simply refer to as “Churchill” takes place in Louisville and at Churchill Downs during the two weeks leading up to the Derby. To get the setting and the feel of Louisville during Derby week right, she researched the new track facilities, visited Millionaire’s Row and the Jockey Club suites, the backside, Wagner’s Pharmacy, Fourth Street Live, the National City Towers, Hilton Garden Inn, Rocking Horse Manor B&B, Bristol Bar and Grille, Waterfront Park, Sully’s, Maker’s Mark. “Who said research can’t be fun?” she says with a smile. “I spent most of Derby week in Louisville and experienced Derby fever firsthand. It has been quite some time since I’ve been to Churchill, and I actually got chills when I drove over the newer portion of Central Avenue, heading west, and saw the Twin Spires.”

Ehrman mentioned earlier that part of the appeal of the horse industry is its variety. In order to showcase that variety, the series moves around a bit, with stories taking place in Kentucky, Virginia, and Maryland. She expects that Steve will eventually become a professional investigator, in order to avoid the dreaded “Jessica Fletcher syndrome,” though she’s quick to add that the series will involve horses, as always.

Ehrman’s series isn’t the only bit of fiction she’s published. She has a short story in Derby Rotten Scoundrels, a collection of stories of mystery and intrigue surrounding the Kentucky Derby and written by members of the Ohio River Valley Chapter of Sisters in Crime, presented by Silver Dagger Press. Sisters in Crime is an international organization of crime writers who work to improve the recognition of female mystery authors. The local chapter meets in Louisville once a month at the Barnes and Noble on Hurstbourne Lane. Ehrman states, “The idea for the anthology came about as our then-president Elaine Munsch and treasurer Sandra Cerow Leonard were driving through a thunderstorm to attend Magna cum Murder, a mystery convention held each year in Muncie, Indiana. Needless to say, I was delighted when I learned that the theme of the new anthology had to do with horses.” A second anthology, aptly titled Derby Rotten Scoundrels, Two, will be released in the spring of 2006.

So, as Ehrman wraps up her fourth mystery in the series, due out in March 2007 and tentatively titled Triple Cross, I asked her what readers can expect when they open a Steve Cline Mystery. “If you like traditional mysteries featuring an amateur sleuth; stories that are exciting, fast-paced and edgy; stories that feature wonderful horses and offer an insider’s glimpse into their world; stories that have white-knuckle endings, then you should like this series.”

To learn more about the Steve Cline Mystery Series, visit www.kitehrman.com. 
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